
Lake Keesus Weed Harvesting Information and Guidelines 

Permit Application for Mechanical Harvesting 2009, updated 2012 

On-going harvesting should target areas of non-native growth with the intent to reduce surface growth 

and encourage native species. Based on our 2012 sample, there is no evidence to support a change or 

deviation from the 2009 aquatic plant management strategy listed below; 

Shallow Bay Navigation Channels – top priority(White on map): continue cutting 2-3 foot depth in areas 

greater than 3 feet deep; 15-20 feet wide adjacent to shorelines and ~100 feet wide at bay entrances. 

Follow guidelines for herbicide use. 

Shallow Bay General Use Areas – 2nd priority(Green on map): remove topped-out EWM, cutting at 2-3 

foot depth in areas greater than 3 feet; harvesting in the shallow bay general use areas may only occur 

when EWM has >50% coverage of frequency of occurrence in the top 2 feet of the water column. The 

harvesting supervisor must verify that the topped out plants are EWM and not native vegetation. Follow 

guidelines for herbicide use. 

Natural Shoreline Areas(Blue on map)– No harvesting. Follow guidelines for herbicide use. 

Developed Near Shore Areas(Red on map) – Manual removal is primarily recommended 30 feet from 

the shoreline for invasive species. No harvesting in areas less than 3 feet in depth. Herbicides: selective 

removal of aquatic invasive species using selective herbicides, follow AIS guidelines.  

Fishing Area – Harvesting is 3rd priority to cut 15-20 foot wide channels at 100-200 foot intervals, only 

harvesting if vegetation is dense. Herbicides – follow guidelines for lake-wide AIS control. 

Other Permit Conditions 

- You must schedule a harvesting training session with the Department of Natural Resources, to 

be attended by all of the harvesting staff. 

- Staff must be familiar with the common aquatic plant species on Lake Keesus and be able to 

differentiate between the native and invasive species. 

- Mechanical harvesting will only be allowed in the areas specified in the Lake Keesus APM Plan as 

described in the permit application and in the plan approved by the department. A copy of the 

permit and maps shall be maintained onboard the harvester at all times harvesting operations 

are conducted. 

- There shall be no harvesting in less than 3 feet of water depth anywhere on Lake Keesus. There 

must be a minimum of 12 inches of rooted plant material left on the lake bed to stabilize 

sediment. 

- All aquatic plants cut must be removed immediately from the water. Disposal of the harvested 

aquatic plants must be located in the areas specified in the permit application and must be in 

accordance with any applicable county and local regulations. Plant material may not be placed 



in a wetland, below the ordinary high water mark of any waterway, or in a floodplain or 

floodway. 

- The quantity and species of plants to be mechanically harvested must be in accordance with the 

Lake Keesus 2009 APM Plan and as described in the permit allocation and permit conditions. 

- All mechanical harvesting records must be maintained and made available to the department 

upon request. Annual reports summarizing harvesting activities shall be given to the 

Department by November 1st each year. The annual report shall include a map showing the 

areas harvested, the total acres harvested, and the total amount of plant material removed 

from the body of water. 

Practical Observations, Issues, and other Comments 

The weed harvester is a large piece of equipment that, contrary to what some people think, is difficult to 

maneuver in tight places or in shallow water. Best described as a “Cookie Sheet with a Sail” 

Operators are given instructions from the Department of Natural Resources on where to cut weeds. 

Operators do have different personalities, risk tolerances, and judgements, which will influence where 

they feel safe and lawful while cutting weeds. Lake weed cutting is not an accurate science and the 

operators are trained to consider and respect other boaters, personal property of lake residents, 

swimmers, wildlife, fisherman, weather, safety, and the equipment itself.    

- The harvester can’t legally be used as a dredging machine, if it could, it does not work very well 

when picking up mud. Mud is very heavy and the harvester becomes very unstable, not to 

mention, what a mess. It splashes everywhere. 

- The harvester does not cut weeds located in mud or shallow water very well. The harvester 

begins to snow plow the weeds forward into a pile. 

- Chara weed is difficult to cut. The blades need to be very sharp. If not, the harvester begins to 

snow plow the weed forward into a pile. 

- The harvester works best in wide open areas where back and forth weed cutting is possible. 

Think of it as a large riding lawn mower. If you have a lot of trees or objects to go around, a push 

lawn mower works better. 

- Floaters can and should be picked up with the weed harvester when possible. Keep in mind, 

prop chop from boats is common on the weekends when the harvester is not being operated. 

- The Department of Natural Resources requires that lake residents reposition floating bogs and 

anchor them to the lake bed with wooden posts. 

- Floating rafts are difficult or impossible to get around. Wind can move the harvester and the 

raft, whereby the two may come into contact. Damage may occur. 

- Floating moorings or boat bumpers are difficult to see by the operators. Underwater chains or 

ropes can cause damage to the cutting blades or become entangled into the paddle wheels.  

- There is no such thing as a private or close cut. According to the DNR harvesting permit 

restrictions, the harvester cannot cut within 20 feet from shore or less than 3 feet of water.  

 

 



Weed Pick-up 

- Weed pick-up is Thursday of each week during the summer months. Friday is the rain date. 

- No sticks, stones, or branches should be included in the weed piles at the end of the pier. 

Damage to the equipment may occur. 

- If boats, motors, or boat lifts stick out past the pier, weeds can’t be picked up. Damage to 

personal property may occur. 

- Old pier posts should be removed from your shore line area. Damage to harvester is likely. 

- Old unstable piers are a danger to the operators. Try not to use them for weed pick-up.   

 

  


